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In recent years, the quality and diversity of Portuguese
picturebooks has been internationally recognised and
acknowledged with several important awards; indeed,
new creators are being distinguished for their
increasingly elaborate and complex proposals which
challenge the traditional relationship between the reader
and the picturebook. This presentation identifies the main
contemporary trends in Portuguese picturebooks in order
to characterise their recent evolution. These trends
include the introduction of elements of surprise, humour,
challenge and reflection; the growth of the illustration
inside the picturebook and its displacement into other
parts of the book; the investment in playfulness via the
introduction of visual games, intertextual readings,
parody, visual narratives, and parallel stories; the
creation of an original and easily identifiable personal
style (a kind of visual signature); and the creation of
special art reading objects that highlight the importance
of book design.
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