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Silences and Censorship in Contemporary Children’s Publishing 

It is often assumed that children’s writers are free to write whatever they want. 

Children’s literature is often described as an ‘experimental and playful genre’ that is 

free from cultural constraints. However, in this paper, I’ll be highlighting some of the 

covert and overt censorship that exists within contemporary UK children’s publishing, 

as well as exploring some of the overlooked taboos. Using my dual location as a literary 

theorist within higher education and a children’s writer with publishing deadlines, I will 

offer some insights into the demands of the industry, as well as the potential narrative 

strategies that can be employed in order to produce marketable but simultaneously 

‘subversive’ (ie., politically or thematically ‘controversial’) picture book texts within 

what is a largely conservative industry.  
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