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Knife in the back, cat among the pigeons. Diabolik or how the first italian black comic
was born

On November 1st 1962 the first issue of Diabolik was published in Italy. The main protagonist
— or actually the main villain — of the comic book was a dangerous criminal inspired by the
French Fantomas (Zanatta et al. 2009: 213). The comic book series created by two sisters
Angela and Luciana Giussani in a short amount of time became extremely popular and was the
beginning of the long history of the ,,black comics” genre (Szytak 1998: 51). Almost from the
beginning the content of the comic was considered controversial, obscene and violent (Diabolik
is the killer and thief, he has a concubine), and the publication provoked a national debate.
Some numbers of comic were censored or were withdrawn from sale. The sisters Giussani were
accused — sometimes even in the court room — of youth depravation, promoting violence and
pushing for breaking the law (Barzi 2019). But it was not the first comic in Italian history to
cause controversy (before him was for example the famous Tex). Lively polemics about the
harmfulness of comics in general erupted in Italy already in the 1950s. Despite this Diabolik
turned out to be a cultural phenomenon and attained its place in the collective consciousness of
many generations of Italian readers. But what was so controversial in the comic for his
antagonists? Why did the court command the withdrawal of some of the issues? How did the
sisters Giussani defend themselves from the accusations? Why in Italy comics were considered
to be dangerous to children? Whether today Diabolik would be considered controversial? This

will all be discussed in this paper.
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Noz w plecy, kij w mrowisko. Diabolik, czyli narodziny pierwszego wloskiego czarnego
komiksu

1 listopada 1962 roku ukazatl si¢ we Wloszech pierwszy numer Diabolika. Tytutowym
bohaterem, czy raczej antybohaterem komiksu byl grozny kryminalista inspirowany
francuskim Fantomasem (Zanatta et al. 2009: 213). Historia rysunkowa wymys$lona przez
siostry Angele 1 Luciang¢ Giussani w krotkim czasie nie tylko zyskala ogromny rozglos, ale tez
zrewolucjonizowata rynek wydawniczy i zapoczatkowata we Wtoszech dtugg histori¢ czarnego
komiksu (Szytak 1998: 51). Niemal od poczatku ukazywania si¢ Diabolika zawarte w nim tresci
zostaly uznane za kontrowersyjne: wulgarne i brutalne (gléwny bohater jest zabodjca i
ztodziejem, zyje z konkubing). Siostry Giussani byty oskarzane — réwniez w toku procesOw
sadowych — o deprawacj¢ miodziezy, propagowanie przemocy i nawotywanie do lamania
prawa (Barzi 2019). Nie byt to zreszta pierwszy komiks we Wloszech, ktory wzbudzit
kontrowersje (przed nim podobne emocje wywotal chociazby stynny Tex). Na temat
szkodliwosci komikséw zaczeto debatowa¢ we Wioszech juz w latach 50. Mimo to Diabolik
okazat si¢ fenomenem kulturowym 1 na state zagoscit w §wiadomosci wielu pokolen wtoskich
czytelnikow. Co tak kontrowersyjnego dostrzegli w tym komiksie jego przeciwnicy? Dlaczego
sad kilkukrotnie nakazywal wycofanie poszczegdlnych numerdéw ze sprzedazy? Jak przed
oskarzeniami bronily si¢ siostry Giussani? Dlaczego we Wloszech uwazano, ze komiks to
gatunek nieodpowiedni dla mtodego czytelnika? Czy dzi§ wcigz Diabolik budzi kontrowersje?

Na te wszystkie pytania stara si¢ odpowiedzie¢ autorka niniejszego referatu.



